
Paper, like lumber, is a forest prod-
uct, and like lumber, paper has a grain
direction.

See For Yourself
Grab a sheet of ordinary copy

paper. Try folding it in half along the
11” direction. It will probably fold
smoothly and easily.

Take another sheet, turn it sideways
and fold it along the 8½” direction.
We’ll bet the fold will be considerably
rougher, perhaps even cracking on the
fold.

Notice The Difference
You may or may not notice the dif-

ference on a single sheet of copy paper,
but grain direction makes a big differ-
ence when printing and binding.

Why It Matters
Grain direction has the biggest

impact in two areas: folding and per-
fect binding. 

Grain direction is invisible on a
flat sheet, but the wrong grain can
turn a beautiful project into a work of
mediocrity. 

Folding
Paper naturally folds with the grain.

Folding against the grain can result in a
rough, uneven fold and may even
crack, especially if there is printing on
the fold area.

The thicker the paper, the more this
is a problem, so grain parallel to the
fold is particularly important on cover
and index weight papers.

Of course this applies to saddle
stitched booklets, which are bound by
stapling on the fold.

Score
As a rule, Copresco scores covers

on perfect and saddle bound books to
minimize any problems.

Scoring is a good practice whenever
a heavier-weight paper will be folded,
to prevent cracking on the fold.

Glue and Paper
Paper is a dynamic medium. It gives

off and takes on moisture from the
surrounding environment, and expands
or contracts accordingly, against the
grain direction.

Perfect Binding
Perfect binding (aka softcover or

adhesive binding) glues the paper on
the bind edge. 

If the grain direction is perpen-
dicular to the spine, the glue prevents
the paper from expanding or contract-
ing, resulting in an unsightly waviness
of the book body.

Penny Wise, Pound Foolish
Sometimes printers are tempted to

use wrong-grain or mixed-grain paper
for a more efficient cut to keep prices
low.

Don’t do it! The pennies you save
aren’t worth less-than-satisfactory
results.

Instead, call the company that
knows paper, up and down, left and
right. Call Copresco.
___________________

Freight Costs More
United Parcel Service (UPS) prices

increased an average of 6.9% effective
December 27, 2022.

FedEx also implemented an average
increase of 6.9% on January 3, 2023.

Good Old Post Office
The United States Postal Service

(USPS) may not be reliable for deliv-
eries, but we can always count on them
for price increases. 

A first-class stamp increased 5% to
63¢ on January 22, 2023.

Flat Rate Envelope
USPS’s Priority Flat Rate envelope,

a cost-saving alternative for small,
single-item packages, increases to
$9.65.

This is being sold as a “reduction”
from the holiday rate of $9.90 but is
actually a 7.8% increase from the pre-
vious rate of $8.95.

Arrive On Time
At Copresco we’ve always empha-

sized that your project isn’t completed
until it arrives safe and sound at its
final destination.

That means that shipping and for-
warding expertise is almost as impor-
tant as printing and binding skills.

Pay Attention To Freight
Many people don’t pay attention to

freight cost, but we do!
There are often better ways to ship

than UPS, FedEx or USPS.
Count on Copresco to find the most

economical freight rate combined with
on-time delivery for you.
___________________

Email Agony
We’ve discovered that Copresco has 

suffered from an e-mail glitch that kept 
some of our messages from being deliv-
ered, especially to Gmail accounts.

If you never received an expected 
reply to an email, please let us know. 
We value your business!
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Maybe in politics, but not in bookbinding...

It Does Not Pay To Go Against The Grain
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A mother was teaching her three- year-
old daughter The Lord’s Prayer. For several
evenings at bedtime, she repeated it after
her mother. One night she said she was
ready to solo. The mother listened with

pride, as she carefully enunciated each
word right up to the end. “And lead us
not into temptation,” she prayed, “but
deliver us some email...”

� � �

A recent report on education said 5 out
of 3 people have trouble with fractions. 

� � �

Q: What did the detective in the Arctic
say to the suspect? 

A: “Where were you on the night of
September to March?” 

� � �

Throughout the holiday season, the
Post Office was inundated with customers.
At one point they got so busy they even
considered opening a second window.

MacGregor planning a trip to the Holy
Land was aghast when he discovered it
would cost 50 pounds an hour to rent a
boat on the Sea of Galilee. “Remember,”
said the travel agent, “the Sea of Galilee is
the water on which Jesus walked.” “At
50 pounds an hour for a boat,” he wailed,
“it’s no wonder!” 

� � �

Bumper sticker we saw: Honk if you
love peace and quiet.

� � �

A man came home late from his office,
after having spent his entire paycheck.
His wife was livid. “Where did all your
money go?” “I bought something for the

house,” he mumbled. “What could you
possibly buy for the house,” she fumed,
“that would cost that much?” He replied
sheepishly, “eight rounds of drinks.” 

� � �

Don’t Be Pessimistic. It Won’t Work.

Cats know how we feel. They just 
don’t care. 

� � �

At an Olympic event, a reporter was
polling the international visitors: “What
is your opinion about the meat shortage?”
An Arabian responded, “Excuse me,
what’s a shortage?” A Russian said,
“Excuse me, what’s meat?” A North
Korean asked, “Excuse me, what’s an
opinion?” And a New Yorker said,
“What’s excuse me?” 

� � �

A waist is a terrible thing to mind. 

� � �

Q: What do women use to stay young-
looking in the Arctic? 

A: Cold cream.

� � �

Experience: what you get just after you
need it.
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